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RAPPAHANNOCK FOP LODGE 15 

2025 YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

Brothers, Sisters, Contributors, 

We have had quite a year in 2025.  We held our first event, which is the most solemn event that we hold each year in May at 

our monthly membership meeting, at which we hold our Awards/Memorial ceremony.  We hold this event to remember those 

who have left us but are always in our hearts and thoughts. We also honor those members in our Law Enforcement 

Community that have gone above and beyond the call of duty. Afterwards we had a dinner that was catered by Momma Tyôs 

Kitchen.   

On May 16th we held one of the two baseball events at the Virginia Credit Union Stadium.  We had the Third Base Sky Porch 

where we watch the Fred Nats play.  The Sky Porch is under cover but is open for watching the game without obstruction.  

During the event, barbecue is served with all of the fixings.  This event is open to members, family, and guests at a discounted 

price.    

In July we hold our usual general membership meeting, but this one is special.  During this meeting we handed out checks 

to our scholarship recipients.  The recipients had to complete an application along with an essay.  This yearôs was a little 

more special in that the State Lodge was also awarding scholarships.  Candidates had to submit an application and essay to  

the State Lodge which was only awarding 10 scholarships.  The State Lodge had not awarded scholarship funds in several 

years.  This year was special in that Lodge 15 received 3 out of the 10 scholarships that were available.  

On August 15th we held our second Baseball event at the Virginia Credit Union Stadium.  We again had the Third Base Sky 

Porch where barbecue was served as in May.   

On August 30th Second VP Brian Wheeler and President David Theisen attended a Blue Knights Motorcycle Club regional 

meeting in Culpeper. Brother Wheeler is a member and thought that we could recruit a couple of members of the Blue 

Knights to join the FOP.  To be a member of the Blue Knights you have to be or have been a Law Enforcement Officer.  

During this regional meeting we did get one member to join.  We also received recognition from the Blue Knights.  During 

their Saturday night dinner, we received a $1,000 donation from them.  During their afternoon social we did receive donations 

to both the Scholarship and Cops and Kids totaling around $200.  We also sold 5 of our custom-made baseball hats. 

On October 11 we held our Annual Crab Feast.  We had 18 bushels of crabs, lots of hot dogs and hamburgers, and all of the 

fixings.  We had over 90 people show up to include members of the State Lodge.  The Auxiliaries held their Chinese Auction 

where items were put out for everyone to bid on.  Brother Larry Carmon did an excellent job emceeing the event.  He ensures 

everyone has a good time and walks out happy. Thank you, Larry. 

In December we had a very busy month.  It started off on December 6 where the FOP Lodge 15 participated in the 

Fredericksburg Christmas Parade.  The lodge had a float in the parade and along with Cub Scout Pack 325 participated with 

us.  This was the last year that Cub Scout Pack 325 was associated with the lodge due to their charter being transferred to 

another organization.  We will certainly miss them in the coming year.  The following Saturday, December 13, we held our 

annual Cops and Kids event.  We had approximately 200 kids and almost as many, if not more, cops participating.  A fun 

time was had by all.  On Friday, December 19, the lodge held its Christmas Party.  This event had approximately 90 people, 

including 20 or so kids enjoying story time by Santa Claus.  The event is catered by Momma Tyôs Kitchen who did an 

excellent job preparing, serving, and cleaning up. 

         President David Theisen 
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RAPPAHANNOCK AREA LODGE #15, INC.  

P.O. Box 7393 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404 

Telephone: (540) 891-0491 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

 

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM at our lodge building at 3700 Fallwood Lane, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408 

(a 5-acre property in the Troon section of Leeôs Hill off Mine Road) 

 

Snacks and drinks are served before, during, and after the meeting - free for members and guests. 

 

A home-cooked dinner with dessert is served immediately following the meeting, typically between 7:45 PM and 8:30 PM - free 

for members and guests.  

 

The ñFOP #15 Cigar Clubò gathers immediately after dinner cleanup (around 9:00 PM) until as late as 1:00 AM in the Memberôs 

Lounge ï new ñmembersò and guests are always welcome. 

 

Membership dues: $75.00 per calendar year, prorated from the month membership begins. 

 

FOP #15 is the local non-union fraternal and social lodge of the Virginia State Lodge and the National Lodge of the Fraternal 

Order of Police, a national law enforcement organization supporting law enforcement officers on the local, state, and Federal 

levels. Our local lodge provides fellowship and support for law enforcement officers from the City of Fredericksburg, the Counties 

of Caroline, King George, Spotsylvania, and Stafford, the Virginia State Police, and various other local, state, and Federal agencies 

and law enforcement retirees. Approximately one third of our members are active or retired federal agents. In addition to our 

normal functions as a fraternal organization, we also provide other services for our members, other law enforcement officers and 

agencies, and the public including: 

 

1) Support for law enforcement officers in need due to disasters, injury, illness, or other causes, and to provide assistance to 

other law enforcement and public safety organizations for non-members as well as members. 

 

2) Provide scholarships for our lodge members and their spouses, children, and grandchildrenïtypically $1,000.00 or more 

each. So far, we have awarded as many as 12 in one year. 

 

3) Advocate in the Virginia General Assembly and the U.S. Congress for legislation beneficial to both law enforcement 
officers and law enforcement in general and to help all law enforcement officers protect and serve the public. 

 

4) Provide a free meeting place for members, law enforcement agencies, and selected community organizations. 

 

5) Sponsor the FOP #15 Cops and Kids Project which involves taking 120 to 240 underprivileged children (depending on 
available funds) from our area Christmas shopping each year with a budget of $125.00 per child. During December 2024, 

we were able to help 211 children nominated by their school counselors, local law enforcement officers, the Thurman 

Brisben Center (short term [60 day] homeless shelter), Loisannôs Hope House (long term [2 year] homeless shelter), 

EmpowerHouse (domestic violence shelter), and members at a total shopping cost of $27,590.98 plus our minimal 

administrative expenses for printing and mailing our Cops and Kids fundraising letters.  

 

6) Sponsor Cub Scout Pack #325 which meets and holds their pack meetings and events at our lodge building. 

 

7) Other projects as approved by our membership as well as helping to fund projects beneficial to the public conducted by 
local law enforcement agencies upon their application to our lodge. This has included our providing the City of 
Fredericksburg Police Department with $3,500.00 to fully fund their establishment of a Police Explorers Post at no cost 

to the participants, as well as providing funding to the Animal Fighting Task Force on behalf of the Spotsylvania 

County Sheriffôs Office, helping to fund the Blue Christmas and Shop with a Deputy projects for Spotsylvania and 

Stafford Sheriffôs Offices, respectively, providing supplies and funds to EmpowerHouse to help them recover after 
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a fire, fully funding  the Spotsylvania Sheriffôs Office K-9 Memorial at a cost of $5,000.00, supporting the Thurman 

Brisben Center and other local charitable organizations, and other local projects.  

 

Activities and benefits for members: 

 

Police Memorial Service and Awards Presentation at our May meeting ï The awards include Police Officer of the Year, 

Deputy Sheriff of the Year, and Trooper of the Year from participating agencies and the FOP #15 Member of the Year. 

 

Fred Nats baseball with a barbecue dinner for members and guests ï May and August 

 

Scholarship Awards for members, spouses, children, and grandchildren in July ï typically totaling $10-15,000.00 

depending upon available funds. 

 

Sponsor delegates to the VAFOP State Conference or the National Lodge FOP Conference in alternate years, usually in 

August. 

 

FOP #15 Crab Feast, free to members and one guest ï first Saturday in October 

 

FOP #15 float in the Fredericksburg Christmas Parade ï early December 

 

FOP #15 Cops and Kids ï second Saturday in December 

 

FOP #15 Christmas Party with activities and Santa for the kids, free to members, their families, and guests ï shortly before 

Christmas 

 

Periodically purchase 1,000 unique FOP #15 challenge coins for members to keep, trade, or pass out ï free. 

 

Reduced price rentals of our building (approximately 40ôx 60ô main room with a commercial kitchen) with ample parking 

for parties, weddings, receptions, et cetera. 

 

Sources of income: selling advertising for our annual magazine and soliciting contributions (overseen by a professional 

fundraiser under contract to FOP #15), dues, rentals of our building, and a small direct mail campaign (solely for Cops and 

Kids) 

 

Legal name: Rappahannock Area Lodge #15, Fraternal Order of Police, Inc. 

Federal Tax-Exempt Status ï Exempt from Federal taxes under: 

Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(8) ï fraternal organization 

 

Rappahannock Area FOP Lodge #15 Foundation 

 

Purpose: To receive and disburse charitable contributions to FOP #15 Cops and Kids, the Leach-Harrell Scholarship Fund, 

and the FOP #15 Distress Fund 

 

Federal Tax-Exempt Status ï Exempt from Federal taxes under: 

Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) ï charity ï IRS approved as of April 16, 2025 

Federal Charity Status ï Contributions to the foundation are tax deductible. 

Commonwealth of Virginia Charity Status ï Registered as a charity as of September 15,2025 

 

Physical address:     Mail address: 

3700 Fallwood Lane     P.O. Box 7393 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408    Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404-7393 

 

Website:      Other mail address (only for Cops and Kids): 

www.fopva-lodge15.com    FOP #15 Cops and Kids 

       P.O. Box 7995 

Membership application available online   Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404-7995 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
bwelty@annapoint.com        csargent@annapoint.com 
 
 

 
 

www.annapoint.com 
 

BEN WELTY     CINDY SARGENT 
General Manager       Office Manager 

 

Live With A Purpose Home Care offers a vast range of medical 

and non-medical services and assistance, both long- and short-

term, to people of all ages.  We can be there to meet your needs 

whether you need us for just a few hours, or for 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week.  Live-in services are also available. 

 

Services We Provide: 

 

Medication reminder   

Meal Preparation 

Accompany client to  and 

from doctorsô appointments 

 

Wound Care 

Light Housekeeping 

 

306 Garrisonville Rd, Suite 302               Phone:  571-398-6967 

Stafford, VA 22554                    Fax:  703-829-0049 

 

lwaphomecare1@gmail.com          livewithapurposehc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Personal care:  dressing, 

grooming, toileting, and 

feeding 

 

Respite Care 

 

Live-In Care 

                  Rappahannock Area Lodge #15                   5             Fraternal Order of Police, Inc.  2025/26 

Edition 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 

 
Submitted by Larry Carmon, Lodge Secretary 

 
My wife, Sylvia Carmon, and I participated in the 35th ride of The Run for the Wall. This year also recognized the 50th anniversary of 

the end of the war in Vietnam. Run for the Wall® (also known as RFTW) is an organized cross-country motorcycle ride to honor our 

veterans, their families and to raise awareness of those still missing ï Prisoners of War (POW) and Missing in Action (MIA). The ride, 

or ñrunò as many motorcyclists call it, starts in Ontario, California and ten days later ends at the Vietnam Memorial Wall in our nationôs 

capital, Washington, D.C. on Memorial Day weekend. We then have a 3-day ñrunò from D.C. to the Middle East Conflicts Wall in 

Marseilles, IL., referred to as ñWall to Wallò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
The 2025 Midway Route experienced its second year adding an additional day with a two-day stopover in Cookville, TN .So, on 13 May 

the Midway Route assembled to begin the journey. Each route has a variety of leadership and support positions to aid the operation of 

the trip. This is my second year as an ambassador; we are charged with doing outreach to the stateôs Veteransô homes and contacting the 

people that come out to support the Run. 

 

              
 

  

There are three ñCoast to Coastò Routes and all start in Ontario, California and 

conclude at the Vietnam Veteranôs Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. The 

three routes are the Central Route, the Midway Route and the Southern Route. 

 

In 2022, RFTW established a fourth route to go from ñWall to Wallò. Following 

the ten days ride from coast to coast, the Sandbox Route departs Washington, 

D.C. on Sunday of the Memorial Holiday weekend and continues the Mission 

to the Middle East Conflicts Wall in Marseilles, Illinois.  

Run for the Wall began in 1989 as an effort by a couple of Vietnam Veterans 

who traveled across the heartland of America on motorcycles, talking to local 

radio, television, and newspapers about the fact that we had thousands of men 

and women still unaccounted for from all our wars. 

 

 
The need for this awareness continues, so RFTW riders maintain this tradition every May by riding their 

motorcycles from ñcoast to coast,ò and since 2022 from ñwall to wallò. RFTW does not give political 

speeches or stage demonstrations. RFTW emphasizes its message by traveling through the United States in 

a safe and orderly manner, obeying traffic laws, and treating all citizens with respect. Our motto is, ñWe Ride 

for Those Who Canôt.ò 

 

Raising public awareness is only part of the Mission of Run for the Wall. RFTW also gives veterans (from 

Vietnam and all wars and conflicts) the opportunity to receive the Welcome Home they so richly deserve, and 

an encouraging environment where they can further their healing process.  
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https://rftw.us/midway-route-hub/
https://rftw.us/southern-route-hub/
https://rftw.us/sandbox-route-hub/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
My wife, Sylvia, is in her third year as a member of the Fuel Team who are responsible for orchestrating the refueling of some 300 

vehicles (bikes, trikes, and support vehicles) at the fuel stops as we cross the country. There are also state coordinators responsible for 

various events within their respective states. 

 

         
The run has an international flavor as we had riders from our neighbors of Canada and as far away as England. We also had LE escorts 

across the country and were able to distribute our FOP Lodge VA 015 challenge coins, to our brothers and sisters, who assisted along the 

way. 

 

           

                                     
We had two additional friends, from our Harley Ownersô Group in Virginia, Keith Constance and Marc Sherman who worked on the 

Fuel Team with Sylvia.  

 

We were fed at churches, schools, Veteranôs associations, and Harley-Davidson dealers across the country. 
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The mission was considered accomplished once we arrived at The Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Some 1000 plus riders came 

together, for a group picture at the Lincoln Memorial, who then walked to touch ñThe Wall.ò We also carried biographies, 

of the fallen, across country and laid them at the wall. 

 

       
 

     
 

I also had, as many others do, patches on my vest to remember some veterans that are no longer with us. Some of them have 

fallen in combat, many are people I have been associated with and some are there just because. ñWE RIDE FOR THOSE 

WHO CANôTò  
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2025 ANNUAL AWARDS & MEMORIAL CEREMONY 

 
On May 15, 2025, Lodge 15 held the Annual Memorial and Awards program.  This event is held during Police Week.   May 

15 was declared Peace Officersô Memorial Day by President Kennedy in 1962.   During this emotional event, we pay homage 

to law enforcement officers, both active and retired, who have passed away.  Prior to the event, the Executive Director of 

the Rappahannock Regional Criminal Justice Academy, Mike Harvey, gave a heartwarming speech where he spoke of the 

ones he had trained or had worked with.  This solemn event is emotional for many of the attendees.  There are spouses of 

members, memberôs families, and agency representatives who previously served with those who we are memorializing.  

During this event, a member of the agency represented reads aloud the names of their fallen.  We also salute members of the 

lodge, both from the general lodge, and also members of the Auxiliaries who have passed.  At the end of the reading of the 

names, the Auxiliaries post a wreath with white carnations.  On the back of the wreath, the names of the fallen of the lodge 

are written so they are not forgotten.  The Lodge Auxiliariesô motto is, ñNever let them walk alone.ò  During this event, the 

Auxiliaries certainly take this motto to heart. 

During the program, we also honor the law enforcement officers who exemplifies what a Law Enforcement Officer truly is.  

They demonstrate the commitment, dedication, and integrity of performing their duties day in and day out.  Each agency 

submits the name of an individual to receive the honor of ñLaw Enforcement Officer of the yearò from their respective 

agency.  The City of Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania Sheriffôs Office, Stafford Sheriffôs Office, Aquia Harbour Police, and the 

Rappahannock Regional Jail were all represented at this yearôs Awards program.  A member of the lodge is also selected to 

be ñMember of the Year.ò  

All of the recipients received membership to the Rappahannock Area Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 15 for the remainder 

of the year.  The following received awards: 

                       
 

 

 

                  

                                         
 

 

 

 

Fredericksburg Police Department 

Officer of the Year 

Officer Christopher Florio 

 

Spotsylvania County Sheriff's Office 

Deputy of the Year 

First Class Robert Mele 

 

Rappahannock Regional Jail 

Officer of the Year 

First Sergeant Christopher Epling 

 

Member of the Year 

Brian E. Wheeler 

2nd Vice President 

 

Aquia Harbour Police Department 

Officer of the Year Chief of Police 

Bryan Cameron 

Stafford County Sheriff's Office 

Officer of the Year 

Deputy First Class Joshua Cordes 
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BLACKWOOD 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 

Commercial  

Real Estate Brokerage 

David K. Blackwood 

(540) 710-8800/Fax (540) 710-6743 

david@blackwoodrealestate.com 

10950 Pierson Drive #600 

                      Fredericksburg, VA 22408-8084 
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2095 Emancipation Hwy 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
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